Wolfgang Miller-Funk

“Murder and Monotheism: A Detective Story in Close Reading"

What | will offer, is a close reading of Freud’s "Der Mann Moses", one of the
strangest narratives | have ever read in my life. | shall use a narratological approach to
analyse Freud’s text as a broken heroic narrative. Why it is broken? And what does it mean
with regard to Freud’s critic on monotheism? And: Is there any alternative to the monotheism
of Godfather?

Narrativs have always a double time-structure. There is the time of the story as such
and there is the time of the story-telling.Why did Freud tell this story in this historical moment?
And inasmuch is there a parallel between Moses, and Freud, between religion and
psychoanalysis?Freud believed, that Moses was killed by his people, because the burden of
monotheism was too big. Maybe Freud believed at the end of his life, that also the burden of
pschoanalysis was too heavy for his contemporaries.
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